
Cabinet  21 October 2009 – Public Questions 
 
1. Mr Ron Cohen 

I note that in the Annual Audit and Inspection Letter, Barnet London Borough Council, 
Audit 2007/08, March 2009 the Audit commission said: 
Action needed by the Council 
“ensure that there is effective engagement of all stakeholders in the Council's 
ambitious plans for transforming the organisation under the Future Shape 
programme.” 
 
In light of the above can the cabinet explain why it appears to be favouring the Ryan 
air/Easy jet approach to delivering of public services to Barnet residents? Can the 
Cabinet give assurances to Barnet residents as key stake holders there will be full 
consultation on any proposed change in delivery of public services in Barnet including 
and making performance indicators (KPIs), tender specification and service level 
agreement (SLAs)  publicly available. 
 

2. Mr Kieran Crowe 
 If the council is seeking to get new providers for services that it currently provides, 

could the cabinet explain what criteria will be used to select suitable candidate 
organisations? 
                                                                                                                                                      

3. Mr Roger Enskat  
Referring to the Council's recent statement that "Core Services" will be retained in 
spite of the proposed cuts to services provided by the Council, what is the Council's 
definition of a "Core Service"? 

 
4. Mr Austin Harney 

Barnet Council are currently proposing many changes to the way services are being 
commissioned and provided. The Leader of the Council is the cabinet member 
responsible for equality. May I ask if an Equality Impact Assessment has been carried 
out, in relation to all the employees and customers, in terms of gender, ethnicity, 
religion, sexual orientation, disability and social background 
 

5. Dr S Pandit 
In the light of the present recession how are cabinet and the Council ensuring that 
Barnet can support victims of the recession such as (but not exclusively) residents 
who have lost jobs, who have suffered family breakdown because of economic 
hardship, or who have lost their homes 

 
6. Mr J Silverman 

In view of the firms which the Office of Fair Trading has recently found guilty of illegal 
bid rigging, [Willmott Dixon Limited which was fined £4,534,760 and Kier - fined 
£17,894,438] can the Leader provide an indication whether there are any surviving 
contracts with these firms or others found guilty of these or similar illegal acts, and, if 
so, how many and to what value?  

  
At a time of increasing pressure on council finances, and their ability to provide 
services, what measures are being taken to protect Barnet citizens from similar kinds 
of corporate conspiracy? 

 
 
 



7. Ms V Morris 
Publicity about the Future Shape programme has included a lot of rhetoric about the 
council forging ‘new relationships with citizens’. Can you elucidate on what you mean 
by this, or provide tangible evidence that Barnet residents are looking for a new 
relationship with the council? What are your plans for this? 


